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Recent Tailings Dam Breach at the Mt Polley Mine

The recent tailings dam breach that occurred at the Mt Polley mine in British Columbia on
August 4, 2014 has raised awareness of issues associated with tailings impoundments. This is a
reminder that vigilance must be maintained by ensuring that tailings dams continue to be properly
designed, constructed, operated, maintained and monitored to prevent such occurrences.
Given the most recent event and the CNSC strong commitment and expectation for reviewing and
learning from others experiences, I, as the Chief Regulatory Operations Officer, request that you do
the following:
•

review the causes of the tailings dam breach at Mt. Polley mine and confirm that the safety
case for the tailings dam at your facility remains valid;

•

confirm and demonstrate that all necessary operations, inspections and monitoring have been
conducted in compliance with your licence and licence conditions handbook;

•

confirm that the mitigation measures are in place to mitigate breach accidents; and

•

report on any identified gaps and the associated plans to address them.

Please respond to this request by September 15, 2014, providing the following information:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

confirmation that the request will or will not be carried out or will be carried out in part;
any activity that you have taken to carry out the request or any part of it;
any reasons why the request or any part of it will not be carried out;
any proposed alternative means to achieve the objectives of the request; and
any proposed alternative period within which you propose to carry out the request.
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As part of our next inspections planned for your sites, CNSC staff will be conducting walk down
inspections of your above-ground tailings management facilities to independently verify that the safety
control measures for tailings dams are in place and remain adequate.
As the investigations on the Mt Polley event are completed, CNSC staff may request further measures
to addresses any identified issues or concerns that may be applicable to the management of aboveground tailings.
If you have any questions related to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me by telephone at
(613) 947-8899 or by e-mail at ramzi.jammal@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca.
Yours truly,

Ramzi Jammal
Executive Vice-President and
Chief Regulatory Operations Officer

