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External Advisory Committee Member Biographies 
Japan Nuclear Lessons Learned – External Review 

 
Ken Knox – Energy / Innovation Sectors (Proposed Chair) - 27-year public career in 
the Ontario Government, including 6 years as Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Food, 
and Energy, Science and Technology; strong supporter of the use of science and 
innovation in meeting challenges and opportunities. Since taking early retirement from 
the government in 2000, Ken has been working to breathe new life into initiatives that 
share a mandate to implement a culture of innovation. His interest has increasingly grown 
as it is now clear that the future of Canada’s economy depends on our society’s interest 
in, and knowledge of, science. The Innovation Institute of Ontario, of which Ken is the 
volunteer President and CEO, provides the link and administrative support for many of 
these initiatives. Ken is also the President of the Ontario Innovation Trust and was the 
President of the Ontario Research and Development Fund (2000-2006). Ken provides 
strategic and governance advice to a number of science based and agri-food 
organizations. 
 
Gilles G. Patry – Engineering / Governance - President and CEO, Canada Foundation 
for Innovation. On August 1, 2010, Dr. Gilles G. Patry became the fourth President and 
CEO of the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI), following a long and distinguished 
career as a consultant, a researcher, and a university administrator. 
 
Dr. Patry holds a B.A.Sc. and M.A.Sc. in civil engineering from the University of 
Ottawa, and a Ph.D. from the University of California, Davis in environmental 
engineering. He was an environmental engineering consultant (1971-78) before becoming 
professor of civil engineering at École Polytechnique de Montréal (1978-83) and then at 
McMaster University in Hamilton, Ont. (1983-93). Dr. Patry’s research program at 
McMaster led him to develop an innovative modelling concept for the simulation of 
wastewater treatment plant dynamics, and ultimately, to launch a Hamilton-based 
consulting company, Hydromantis, Inc.  
 
Returning to the University of Ottawa as Dean of Engineering in 1993, Dr. Patry was 
instrumental in the creation of the School of Information Technology and Engineering,  
and in 1997 he became Vice-Rector (Academic). During his tenure as President and 
Vice-Chancellor (2001-08), Dr. Patry led the development and implementation of the 
university’s strategic plan Vision 2010, promoted the development of multidisciplinary 
initiatives, spearheaded the most successful fundraising campaign in the history of the 
University and initiated more than $300 million of capital investments on campus. He is 
now Professor and President Emeriti at the University of Ottawa. 
 
Dr. Patry is a Member of the Order of Canada, a recipient of the Order of Ontario and a 
Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Engineering. He  has received honorary doctorates 
from the University of Waterloo and McMaster University, and was named Executive of 
the Year in 2004 by the Regroupement des gens d’affaires of the National Capital 



   
Region. In 2009, he was also named Chevalier de l’Ordre de la Pléiade of the Assemblée 
parlementaire de la Francophonie. 
 
Henry Wright – Transportation Safety - A Member of the  Transportation Safety 
Board of Canada  from 1999 to 2008, Mr. Wright participated annually in the 
development of business and strategic plans; worked with staff to develop and implement 
an Outreach Program designed to raise the Board’s public profile and enhance uptake of 
its recommendations; advised and co-ordinated with staff on crisis communications; and 
developed recommendations to further the safety of Canada’s transportation system.   
 
Mr. Wright has extensive experience in administrative and strategic management in the 
public and non-profit sectors. He was an auditor for the Ontario Ministry of Community 
and Social Services and has served at the senior management level for a number of non-
profit organizations, including Covenant House in Toronto, Burlington Association for 
the Mentally Retarded, and Peel Children's Centre in Mississauga. Prior to his 
appointment to the Transportation Safety Board, he served as a consultant to the Business 
Development Bank of Canada in the areas of government and public relations.  
 
As a private consultant, Mr. Wright has assisted various organizations in developing 
strategic approaches in the areas of financial, human resources, and project management. 
He holds a Bachelor Degree in Business Administration from Bishop’s University.  
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