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Draft Terms of Reference 
External Advisory Committee 

Japan Nuclear Lessons Learned – External Review 
As of August 9, 2011 

 
 

Purpose 
 
The External Advisory Committee will provide the President of the Canadian Nuclear 
Safety Commission (CNSC) with an independent and external assessment of the CNSC’s 
actions to date in response to the Japan 2011 nuclear event and to make recommendations 
for improvement. 
 
Mandate 
 
The External Advisory Committee is established under paragraph 21(1)(c) of the Nuclear 
Safety and Control Act by the President of the CNSC and is mandated to: 
 
− review the CNSC’s immediate response to the Japan nuclear events, including 

activation of its emergency operations centre and connections with the rest of 
government and international organizations; 

 
− review the CNSC’s interactions with the Canadian nuclear sector and its regulated 

industries; 
 
− review the CNSC’s communications with all affected stakeholders, including 

governments, international organizations and the public; and 
 
− assess the implications from the international response (i.e., IAEA Action Plan, 

international stress tests, etc.) on the CNSC’s regulatory approaches. 
 
Scope  
 
The External Advisory Committee will: 
 
− undertake a full review of all of the CNSC’s activities as a result of the Japan nuclear 

events and to make recommendations to the President for improvement; 
− be provided access to CNSC documentation and staff in performing its assessment; 
− liaise with key CNSC management and staff, especially the CNSC’s internal Task 

Force Examining the Lessons Learned from the Japan Earthquake; and 
− be assisted by the CNSC in obtaining access to any other stakeholders (e.g., other 

government departments) or licensees as may be required by the committee to 
conduct their review. 



   
Membership of the External Advisory Committee 
 
The committee shall be comprised of independent members, drawn from outside the 
nuclear sector.  
 
The members of the External Advisory Committee are: 
• Kenneth Knox (Chair) 
• Gilles Patry 
• Henry Wright 
 
Consult the External Advisory Committee member biographies for more details.  
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
One member of the External Advisory Committee will be designated as the Chair of the 
committee and will be responsible for the conduct of the committee and the fulfillment of 
the deliverables outlined immediately below. 
 
The Executive Champion for this Advisory Committee will be Gordon White, Vice-
President, Regulatory Affairs Branch. The Secretary for the Advisory Committee will be 
Jason Cameron, Director General, Strategic Planning. The committee will also receive 
administrative support from the Regulatory Affairs Branch. 
 
 
Milestones and Reporting 
 
The External Advisory Committee is tasked with delivering the following reports and 
milestones: 
 
− Meeting with the President (via teleconference, if necessary) Before August 5, 2011 
 
− Research and familiarization with CNSC response Start August 2011 
 
− Observe presentation by CNSC Task Force to Commission  August 2011 
 
− Interviews / visits to Canadian industry and other Gov’t depts. Fall 2011 
 
− Final Report to President and subsequently the Commission Early 2012 
 
This schedule and the outputs can be amended through agreement between the Chair of 
the External Advisory Committee and the President. 
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